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If you follow the Christian Calendar you know that weôre about to move from 

Epiphany to Lent. But before we leave the Wisemen and the star they followed 

behind, I want us to pause and consider the value of seeking and more importantly 

of knowing where to look for the answers we need. 
 

On Christmas Eve I shared with worshippers about my adventure in New York 

City. If you were there youôll recall my humorous experience on the subway as I 

attempted to find my lost wife. We had inadvertently become separated and she 

did not respond in the way I expected. I was terrified for her safety. What I didnôt 

know was that while I was searching for her, it was me, not her that needed help. 

A trip that should have taken me minutes ended up taking me hours and costing 

me a lot of money in tolls. Iôm embarrassed to say that while she knew enough to 

stop and ask for directions, I didnôt. Call it pride or the malfunction of my built-in 

sense of direction; whatever it was, it wreaked havoc in my day. While I donôt like 

to admit it, if I had known enough to stop and ask for help, as my wife did, my day 

would have gone much more smoothly.  
 

The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah understood a lesson that we all need to learn 

when it comes to asking for help with the greater issues in life. In Jeremiah 33:3 

the prophet writes, ñCall to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and 

hidden things that you have not known.ò He knew what we all need to remember: 

wisdom and understanding are gifts that come from God as a result of seeking 

him. When weôre lost, all we have to do is call out to our God ï heôll give us the 

answers we seek. Solomon put it this way in one of the most well-known verses in 

the book of Proverbs (3:5-6): ñTrust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct 

your path.ò  

 

These are such simple truths, yet how often do we lean on other sources for direc-

tion and wisdom. Like me in the subway, we try to find what weôre looking for 

and instead find ourselves more lost than we were before. And like me, who was 

surrounded by hundreds of people who knew their way around the city but didnôt 

ask for help, we live in the presence of the God who knew us when we were in our 

motherôs womb and who has the very hairs on our heads numbered, yet fail to go 

to the source of all understanding.  
 

Remember wise men and women still seek him.  
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our Chili Cook-Off!  Whether it is spicy, or sweet, 
vegetarian or full of meat, we want to fill our bel-

lies with good chili to eat!  
 

When is it?  February 19th, 2011 in the  
Fellowship Hall from 5:30pm to 7:30pm! 
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of chili. 
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If you havenôt been to the 8:15 service 

in the past month then you probably 

havenôt had a chance to experience the 

new format. Weôre excited at the addi-

tion of a new praise team that leads 

that service. Led by Keith Shuskie (our 

new contemporary worship leader) the 

band features two acoustic guitars, a 

bass guitar, a keyboard, an occasional 

violin and electric guitar. Itôs currently 

led vocally by Keith with his wife, Liz, 

occasionally joining him. Theyôre 

searching for those who enjoy singing 

who would like to be a part of this new 

exciting team. If youôre interested 

please contact Keith at 

keithshuskie@gmail.com or by tele-

phone at 716-471-0641.  
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Youôve undoubtedly seen  

someone with that cross traced 
on their forehead, but have you 
ever experienced it for yourself? 
Every year millions of Christians 
mark the beginning of the Lenten 

season by attending an Ash Wednesday ser-

vice.  Itôs a time of repentance, a time 
of meditation, a time to be reminded 
that it is from dust we came and it is to 
dust we will return. Start the journey 
toward Easter right and join us for 
this sacred time on Wednesday, 

March 9th at 7pm. 
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Joel 2:12-14 

Yet even now, says the Lord, 

Return to me with all your heart, 

With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

Rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relents from punishing. 

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain-offering and a drink-offering 

for the Lord, your God? 


